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The Olympia Community School

Seeking Full-Time 3-5 Teacher 

The Olympia Community School (OCS), established in 1973, is a small, nonprofit, secular, progressive teacher and parent operated primary school. The school is expanding to offer 4th and 5th grades for the 2010-11 school year.  OCS is located at 1601 North St, on the corner of North St and Henderson Blvd.

At OCS, three full-time certified teachers will work together as a team to teach a maximum of 42 two-year Kindergarten through 5th grade students in multi-age classrooms. In addition to daily instruction in academics, the school focuses on nurturing creative and artistic expression, peaceful conflict resolution skills, environmental awareness, and community involvement. The school is student-centered in that we teach with respect for children’s individual and group interests, talents and abilities. Small class size (maximum 14:1) and support for a wide range of studies both allows and requires that teachers develop creative curriculum. Self-esteem, embracing diversity, preparation for compassionate and socially responsible citizenship in the school and community are valued goals of an OCS education. This is an exciting and challenging opportunity to co-teach with two experienced, progressive teachers in an established alternative/progressive school.

Position Open:

One full-time classroom teacher with primary responsibility for grades 3-5 to begin in the 2010-11 school year.  Salary dependent upon qualifications and experience.  Benefits and retirement contribution included.

Minimum Qualifications:
B.A. or B.S. + Teacher Certification, eligible to teach in WA and CPR/First Aid Certification.

Desired Qualities:

· At least two years teaching, team teaching, and some multi-grade experience preferred.  Experience teaching 3rd, 4th or 5th grade preferred.

· Eagerness to work collaboratively with parents/staff and fellow teachers to create a healthy, vibrant learning community.

· Familiarity with planning emergent curriculum, hands-on/discovery, student-centered approach to education.

· Kindness, patience and respect in communications and relations with adults and children.

· Experience and/or training in creating, implementing and assessing developmentally appropriate student-centered instruction.

· Positive, student-centered, effective classroom management skills.

· Commitment to sensitively embracing diversity, environmental awareness, social responsibility.

· Personal experience and ability to teach some of the following: arts, drama, music, foreign language.  Strong interest in science and math helpful.

Inquiries and Application:

For more information about our school and for a weblink through which you can send your application materials, visit our website at www.olympiacommunityschool.org. 
The application materials required: 

· Letter of interest that expresses your reasons for wanting to teach at our school and that outlines the qualifications that differentiate you from other applicants for this position.

· Resume

· Three (preferably employment) references

· Copy of current teaching certificate

· Salary requested

You may also email your application materials to: teaching@olympiacommunityschool.org or mail by post to:
Hiring Committee

PO Box 12436

Olympia, WA 98508

Position open until filled, however, post or send your information by April 16th for best consideration.  First round of interviews to be the week of April 26th.  If you are contacted for an interview, please be prepared to bring your college placement file.  Finalists will be asked to create a lesson plan and lead a class one day during the week of May 10th.
